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and the subject was immediately comrmended to the alteation
of our ininisters and agents abroad; and by them te the sever-
al governments to which they were accredited, by able argu-
mewts, and most forcible: reasons, in favor.ef a reduction of
the heavy duties and imposts now exacted upon the article iu
those countrics. | | ;

Your committee regret to say, that Jittle or no effect has yet
been. produced. upon the subject by these exertions. In this state
of the matter, the general conxention was.again called together
at Washington, on the 16th December last, to consider ypon
what further means should be resorted to upon the subject, in
case those befoye suggested should fajl to produce the desired
effuct, In this conventiang every portion of the tabacco grow-
ing region was represented ;—many of the ablest aud best in-
formed citizens of our country, of all pelitical parties were
present—they deliberated upon the subject maturely, and after
it was diseussed at great length, and with great ability, they
camg to the conglusion that in-the event of the entire failure of
the means already adopted to accomplish the desired object, the;
only effectual remedy for the evils, the tobacco interest laboups
under, is to be found jn the action of Congress by counteryail-
ing duties. . -

Your committee {ully concur in the above view of thesubject.
Those nations with whom we are connected by the friendly re-
lations of trade, persevere in maintaining their oppressive
system of imposts upon our teubacco, amounting. in some in-
stances, to eight and ten times the amount which the grower
yeccives as a compensation Tor the toil and Jabor of produciug
it, and our flour is alse taxed so high in somc instances, that
it caunot be consumed at all, except when their inhabitants are
on the verge of starvation. While they thus tax our staple
products, we are receiving their’s at the rate upon an average
of about twelve and a half per cent. ad valorem. After having
cxhausted all other peaceful means, and having borne patiently
with the evil so long, we can sec no goad reason why we sheuld
not resort.to countervailing duties upon their products, iu de-
fence of our just rights., Your committee do confidently be-
licve, that a resort te a high rate of duties upon the importa-
tion of ‘the products of thuse nations of whose policy we have
the greatest reason to complain, would prove most eifectual.—
Anincrease of duty to an amount sufficient to reduce, in a great
degrec, the demand for their products in this country, would
produce a degree of distress amongst the industrious inhabi-




